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The iibcration:rront's Naw Peace Propbsér

) 1. The Vietnamese Communists have proposed a new
approach toia settlement of the Vietnam war. Their goal v
remains, as:before, the unilateral withdrawal of US . . i
forcea and the replacement of the present government. of : :
South Vietnam with a coalition government which the Come- . i
munists will have a hand in forming and be able to con- : K
trol., The latest Communist proposal, however, is pack- :
aged in-what Hanoi hopes is a much more attractive
wrapping- that conspicuously avoids attacks on the US and

..the South Vietnamese sovernment. The new proposal wag : t ’
probably stimulated by the. Communists' desire to regain
the propaganda initiative from Thicu and to maximize the
opportunities for creating confusion and disarray among
non-Communist political elements in Saigon. Nevertha-
less, the public dialogue which has taken place between
Thieu and thHe Communiats has now served to move them both
somewhat in jeach other's direction. Both sides have now
set forth the terms undor which they would agree to dig-
gussions on .a political gettlement., ‘ :

2. In essence, the National Liberation Front ten-
point proposal of 8 May, called “the Main Principles
and Contents of the Total Solution,” geecks to eliminate
the US from discuesions on all issues except that of the
withdrawal of US and other frea world forces, which still
must be complete and unconditional. The statusg of North
Viatnamesge troops would ba taken up by the Vietnamese
delegatfons.”

’

Notet This. memorandum was prepared largely by CIA, with
contributions from the Department of State, which
concurs in it,
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6. A number of omissions appear to be intended to ‘emssien :

Suggest a softer line toward the South Vietnamese Gov-
erhment and its constitutional Structure. Thus, the
Frort statement makes no demands for the overthrow of

the "lackey puppet administration," ipn conspicuous con-
trast to the cmphasis placed on this demang in the 1967
Front program. By this omission the Front appears to bhe
suggesting that the South Vietnamese Government can be
included among the “political forces" that are to hego-
tiate the establishment of a provisional coalition gov=
ernment. This imprescion is reinforced by the ‘prohibi-
tion of discrimination against those who have "cooperated
with one side or the ather" and the absence of references
to "repentance" in one form or another ag a precondition
to equal treatment, although the Front'does insist on
adherence to “peace, independence, and heutrality", This
wording im Bufficiently vague that it does not necessarily

militant Buddhists and virtually avery other disparate
Vietnamese politician to bParticipate. Point five may
also have been intended to suggest that the negotiations
for a provisional government could take place while Us
forces .are still in ccuntry, although a Ceasé-fire would
be in effect. This weculd algo be a first for the 'Com-
munists.

7. The Front statement deals in familiar temms
with the normalization of North-South relations and
reunification. (Point Seven) It reiterates that the
‘demarcation line as edtablished in the 1954 Geneva Adree-
ments is "provisional" and "not a political or territorial
frontier.,” Pending reunification, “"the two zones will .
agree upon the status of the Demilitarized Zone and sot - -
'forth the requlations for croseing the Proviaional demarca- )
tion line of the Demilitarized Zone." This statement
appears to require bilateral control of the Demilitarized
Zone and, ' by implication, to exclude the 2Zone question
a4s something to be negotiated multilaterally a8’ part of
the peace ssttlement. : o

8. Another new and hard elemont tossed into the !
Front proposal is peint nine, which calls for negotia- X
tions on the release cf prisoners of war but which

couples this with 'a virtual demand for the reparations

£ron the US to hoth North and South Vietnam fox war : !
damage ., :
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